
 

 

 

 

 
The Hivos Knowledge programme and the ISS Civic Innovations Research Initiative in cooperation with 
the Scientific Council for Government Policy are pleased to invite you to the workshop/symposium: 
 
 

CAN DO-OCRACY DEEPEN DEMOCRACY? 
 

An international perspective 
 

Thursday, 6 December 2012, 09.00-17.30 
Museon, Stadhouderslaan 37 

The Hague  
 
 
Participation upon invitation only. Please register at http://hoezo.congrezzo.nl/do-ocracy. More 
information on www.hivos.net.   
 
Around the world, a growing crisis of legitimacy characterizes the relationship between citizens and the 
institutions that affect their lives. Citizens speak of mounting disillusionment with government and the 
institutions of representative democracy. Less visible, but no less relevant and equally global in scope, 
has been the rise of a new generation of self-organizing citizens that operates outside the formal 
spheres of government.  
 
Governments and their formal partners in civil society are trying to figure out how to deal with these 
empowered and self-confident citizens. In its latest report “Confidence in Citizens”, The Dutch Scientific 
Council for Government Policy points at the potential of do-ocracy and the challenge for policy makers 
to nurture its positive effects. The majority of the discussions in the aftermath of the report have been 
of an instrumental nature: how to deal with the differences in internal logic of hierarchical government 
institutions and networked citizens? 
 
This conference adopts a broader view. The key question - ‘Can do-ocracy save democracy?’ - essentially 
seeks to explore if and how do-ocracy can invigorate democratic processes and promote democratic 
outcomes.  Can we read it as a new type of political awareness? What transformative potential does it 
yield with regard to tough problems such as the future of the welfare state? Which new dilemmas arise 
when do-ocracy meets democracy and its formal institutions, with regard to representation, 
sustainability and scale?  
 
From various perspectives, the organizing institutions have been studying the evolution of do-ocracy in a 
globalizing world. We wish to offer a platform to enable practitioners, academics and policy makers to 
share and deepen their insights, explore new connections and consider implications for policy, research 
and social practice.  
 

http://hoezo.congrezzo.nl/do-ocracy
http://www.hivos.net/


 

 

 

Tentative programme 

Chair: Marcia Luyten 
 
9.00 – 10.00  Coffee & registration  
 
10.00 – 10.30 Opening remarks by dr. ir. Annemarth Idenburg - Dutch Scientific Council for 

Government Policy   
 
11.00 – 11.30 International Perspectives, with  dr. Marlies Glasius and dr.Rakesh Rajani  
 
11.30 – 12.00  Interaction with public 
 
12.00 – 13.00 Lunch   
 
13.00 – 15.15  Workshop Panels (dividing in 4 workshop groups) 

1. Motives for citizen action, with Manu Claeys – essayist  
2. Representation and do-ocracy, with drs. Judith Bakker – researcher at University of 

Twente  
3. A micro-macro perspective, with drs. Chris Sigaloff - director of Kennisland 
4. Learning from democratic developments around the world, with dr. Kees Biekart - 

Associate Professor at Institute of Social Studies (ISS) 
 
15.15 – 16.00 Summary and Closing remarks 
 
16.00 – 17.30 Drinks  
 


